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The next Board Meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 11th, 2:00 pm at the Dennis Memorial Library 
1020 Old Bass River Road, Dennis Village 

Members Welcome 
Please send information & stories for the newsletter to Dave Talbott at the DHS Website email address: info@dennishistoricalsociety.org 

 

In the Heart of the Village, Part 2 
 

 

 

Recapping what we learned in the January issue of the newsletter - during the summer of 2024, the Dennis 

Memorial Library celebrated the 100
th

 anniversary of the dedication of its original building. As part of the 

four days of celebration, a series of posters done by the library’s recording secretary Chris Talbott was on 

display in the library’s upstairs meeting room. Patrons and visitors saw them; many groups, including the 

DHS Board, which use the meeting room saw them. The series entitled Our Little Corner of the World in the 

1920s provides a wonderful glimpse 100 years back into Dennis Village’s past. I am pleased to present the 

remaining exhibit’s posters for those who might have missed them. 
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Dennis Memorial Library’s Documentation 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you again Chris! 



The Library’s Light of Literacy 

 

When the Dennis Memorial Library opened its doors in 1924, there was no  

electricity to the building. Ed. note – please be sure to read the reprint from the  

Yarmouth Register below.  

 

If one consults the original construction documents issued by Architect Elisha H.  

Janes of New York City in 1923, no specifications for an electrical service, electric  

panel or wiring are found. Photos of the library taken at the time of its dedication 

show no wires to the building. 
 

The library’s original illumination was provided by nickel plated kerosene lamps  

manufactured in Meriden, Connecticut by the Edward Miller & Company. The 

following information about these lamps is provided by the Illawarra Museum,  

NSW, Australia – known as the ‘Juno Mammoth’ lamp, it was made about 1896  

for use in public places such as schools and halls. The lamp produces the 

equivalent of 300 candle power. Stamped on the oil reservoir is ‘The Juno Lamp  

Made in USA’. The wick mount is stamped ‘EM & Co.’. The Juno lamp has a  

special mechanism that allows the glass to be raised without removing the glass  

chimney. The height of the wick is controlled by a knob at the bottom of the lamp.  

A full reservoir of kerosene enabled the lamp to operate for about 12 hours at  

medium light.                         
 

Amazingly, 100 years later, this lamp has survived three major library expansions  

and will remain on display in the original library building as a constant reminder  

of our link to our past! 

 

       Thank you Dave!                                            
               Thank you Randall Wallin for restoring

                                             the lamp and making the display base. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 Thank you Ann Croston for the excerpts! 
 

 

 
 

Unknown House  

 

 

 

 

 

We wrap up the March issue 

with this image from the DHS 

Digital Archive. It was located 

by doing a Keyword Search 

using the words unknown house. 

Little is known about the picture 

except that it is a print made  

from a glass plate negative and 

was taken between 1910 – 1915  

by Warren T. Wigginton. It is 

from the collection of Richard  

Howes. The image is entitled 

Large House and it is purportedly 

in Dennis. If anyone recognizes  

this house and can provide any 

information about it, please email 

info@dennishistoricalsociety.org. 

I will look forward to hearing 

from you! 
                                                            DHS Digital Archive 
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Dennis Historical Society 
 P.O. Box 607 

South Dennis, MA 02660-0607 

 

2024 

DHS Annual Appeal 
 

There’s still plenty of time! If you have 

not yet responded to your Society's 

2024 Annual Appeal letter asking for 

support for each of the three museums 

and library, please do it now! 
 

Give generously! Your contribution 

will greatly assist our volunteers   

who are working hard to fulfill our  

Mission Statement: 
 

To Preserve, Protect & Promote the 

History of Dennis, Massachusetts 
 

If you have already given 

Thank you! 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Membership Renewal 
 

March is membership renewal month. 

It’s a time to think about what your 

membership means to you, and what it 

means to your Society! 

 

When your renewal arrives, respond 

quickly and mail a check in the enclosed 

envelope. DHS depends on its members! 

Please help! 
 

Or, you can renew online using PayPal 

http://www.dennishistoricalsociety.org/ 

 

Click on the tab Get Involved,  

then click on Become a member 
 

Thank you! 
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