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23 Center Street, East Dennis  

Members Welcome 
Please send information & stories for the newsletter to Dave Talbott at the DHS Website email address: info@dennishistoricalsociety.org 

 

 

Dennis Historical Society’s 2025 Annual Meeting 

 

On Saturday, October 25th, the Dennis Historical Society held its 2025 Annual Meeting. Over forty members and 

guests gathered at the Dennis Memorial Library.  

 
 

President Phil Catchings welcomed everyone just after 2:00 pm, and called an abbreviated business meeting to order. 

Rather than having the customary reports read by the officers and committee chairs, Phil called for the only piece of 

business essential to the Annual Meeting, asking Betsy Harrison, Chair of the Nominating Committee, to read the 2026 

slate of officers and directors for voting by the members present. All other reports were presented in a 2025 Annual  

Meeting Booklet which Phil had prepared and was distributed to those 

attending. The slate was approved by a unanimous vote, and the business 

portion of the Annual Meeting was concluded. All terms will begin in January 

2026.  

While still at the podium, Betsy presented thank yous and well done to June 

Howes, Karen Ketchum and Jan Ward, providing a brief recap of how each 

had served so faithfully, and what they contributed to the Society. The three 

are leaving their positions on the DHS Board at the end of the year. She then 

introduced Dave Talbott who presented a gift and warm words of appreciation 

from the Board to Phil Catchings, thanking him for the incredible job he has 

done as our President for the last three years! 

After a motion to adjourn the formal portion of the meeting, Betsy returned to 

the podium to introduce the guest speaker Anne Speyer using Anne’s own 

self-effacing biographical information - I'm a long-time educator-high school 

English teacher, community education classes, local talks - with a special 

interest in literature and women's history. Was once, in what seems like 

another lifetime, the director of the South Dennis Library.  

 

Ed. note - Anne provided newsletter readers with a two-part history of the South Dennis Library, Secrets of the 

Gingerbread Library which appeared in the October 2019 and January 2020 issues, available on the society’s 

website…click on the newsletter tab and scroll down. 
 

Women in the American Revolution 

 

With 2025 and 2026 being the years in which the United States of America celebrates its  

250th Anniversary, what could be a more appropriate topic? A topic made even more so by  

2025 being the 50th Anniversary of International Women’s Day!  
 

The following is a brief excerpt from Anne’s talk describing one of the many women of  

note who played significant roles in the formative years of our nation - After the 1775  

Battle of Bunker Hill, Sarah Fulton organized a field hospital near Wade’s Tavern for 

 wounded soldiers. Few surgeons were available so women had to become nurses  

overnight. Sarah removed a bullet lodged in a soldier’s cheek near his eye—years later  

he found her to thank her for her service.  In 1776, during the Siege of Boston, she  

crossed enemy lines to deliver a message to George Washington and also pretty much  

single-handedly wrested a shipment of wood she and her husband owned from the British.           Image by Kevin Keegan 
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After she grabbed their oxen by the horns, they threatened to shoot her. Her reply was ‘Shoot away’ and they evidently 

were taken aback enough to give up the wood.  

 

Those fortunate enough to have attended and heard Anne speak, quickly learned how her scholarly research and 

conversational delivery made history come alive. For those who didn’t attend, you are very much in luck! The evening 

after her talk, Anne emailed me a copy of her notes expressing her willingness to share them with the society members 

in future newsletters!  

Thank you Anne! 

 

Worth a Thousand Words! 
 

October 11th dawned as a perfect autumn day! What better way to celebrate the season than by attending the annual 

Apple Pie Contest at the Jericho Historical Center! Thanks to Society Board member Dee Collins, who again provided 

amazing photo coverage of the event, and Jericho Chair and DHS Curator, Dawn Dellner, we have these wonderful 

images to relive the experience of the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                     Winning Pie                                        The Winner, Barbara Stack, Centerville                          People’s Choice Scoreboard 

 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

                                                                                                  A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 
 

               Most Photogenic Category Winner,                                                                                                                Anything Goes Category Winner 

                Linda Winchester, Dennis Port            Kathleen Travelo, South Dennis 

 

Fun for All Generations! 

Thank you Dee & Dawn! 



A Member’s Paddock Connection 

 

Soon after the July Newsletter was delivered to a mailbox in Vermont, the following email arrived in the DHS Inbox. 

It was accompanied by three attachments. There is an email address at the end of the email with an invitation to 

correspond, if one has information to share about the Paddock Family. Ed. note – if you exchange information with 

Sarah-Lee, please Cc it to info@dennishistoricalsociety.org so I can share it in future newsletters. It’s wonderful what 

we learn from our readers! 
 

Hello Dennis Historical Society, 
 

I was so pleased to read in your recent newsletter about the Paddock family. I’m a Paddock descendent. My late aunt 

Polly was a teacher, and did quite a bit of research about her own and her husband (my mother’s brother Uncle Bob 

Bragg’s) family—he was the direct descendent of the Paddocks. Polly put together a notebook of everything she could 

find about my mother’s side of the family. What a gift! 
 

I live in Waterbury, Vermont, and I love the Cape. I go visit several times a year, often to Dennis. I like to visit the 

Paddock family cemetery there, and although all of the gravestones are intriguing, there is one that really fascinates 

me—that of Peregrine Paddock. I couldn’t stop thinking about his fabulous name and the little information offered, 

and I decided that if I couldn’t find out any more than was on his gravestone, I’d write a novel about him.  
 

I’m enclosing a photo of his gravestone, which says only that he died in Havana in  

1812 at 29 years of age.  I called up my friend Lisa Wernhoff (who used to work as 

an archivist at Ben & Jerry’s, where I was a designer for many years). She couldn’t 

resist the temptation to get some more biographical info on Peregrine. I’m 

enclosing two ancient news articles that she found (so old that half of the S's are 

F's!). I’m wondering whether the attack on his ship by privateers was part of the 

War of 1812, and whether his death that year was the result of being hit over the 

head with a cutlass.  
 

It seems that the older I get (I’m now 68 years old) the more interested I become in 

my family’s history. I happened upon several Paddock gravestones in a cemetery in 

Barre, Vermont, and found the connection to the family in Dennis (another story). 

And of course there is Ichabod Paddock! Ichabod apparently “invented” (aka stole 

from the local Native Americans) the concept of hunting whales just offshore in 

small boats. Our family lore has it that Old Icky was invited to Nantucket with his 

young helper to teach their whalers how to build and use these smaller boats. He 

was subsequently asked to leave the island on account of his drinking and 

womanizing, while his helper was welcome to stay. My brothers and I laugh about  

      Photo courtesy of Sarah-Lee Terratt       this story…“He must be a relative!” 
 

 

 

 

 

             

             

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 
                  #2 
       Clippings Courtesy of Lisa Wernoff, former Ben & Jerry’s Archivist 

 

Enjoy this and feel free to print it if you’d like. And if anybody has more information on the Paddocks, please share it 

with me. 
 

Best, 

Sarah-Lee Terrat 

yelodog1@comcast.net                                Thank you Sarah-Lee 
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All by Kevin Keegan 
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Wishing everyone a Joyous Holiday Season!   

 

 

 

                 

                                 

 

                               
 

 
 

 


