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Time Machine 
 

The title of this article encapsulates the update/briefing presented by Jan Ward to the Board at its meeting in March. 

Those who attended were handsomely rewarded. In addition to being a member of the Board, Jan wears the hats of 

Appointed Director of both Membership and Technology. Not only was her talk about how the PastPerfect program 

allows the Dennis Historical Society to preserve the past, but it was also about how this tool allows its members and 

the public to transport themselves into it. 
 

Recalling from last November’s newsletter, in the autumn of 2020, Jan and Curator Dawn Dellner, embarked upon an 

incredibly ambition project - to move the DHS Website’s Digital Archive (DA) from its current platform to a new platform using 

PastPerfect, a software program used by more than 11,000 museums and societies to manage their collections and contacts. With 

that move successfully completed, the last tie to the original DA will be severed at the end of April. 
 

Combining a real-time internet connection to both PastPerfect and the DHS Website, plus a PowerPoint presentation she had 

prepared, Jan methodically went through how all the pieces fit together. Beginning with some background on the amazing 

capabilities of PastPerfect and its ability to handle membership information, dues and donation tracking, the generation of 

reminder letters and emails, store the inventory our collections at the museums, library and the whole of the DA, she went into a 

detailed description of how to use the latter. After entering the Dennis Historical Society’s website, clicking on the Archive tab, 

she clicked on Access the Digital Archive>> to open the Archive’s Home Page and Search options. A detailed accounting of 

how to use all of the search options followed, seen below as they appear on the website, and as they were presented in Jan’s 

PowerPoint slides - 
 

                   

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

                     From Jan Ward’s PowerPoint Presentation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                         Home Page of the Digital Archive 

 
 

 

                  From Jan Ward’s PowerPoint Presentation 

 

The next time you visit the Archive on the DHS Website, be sure to have the tips in this newsletter close at hand! 
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Jan’s presentation concluded with the slide at the right. It is a request  

and also a challenge – one you may find to be interesting, enjoyable 

and most of all very beneficial to your Society. Earlier this month, an 

email came into our website from one of our members questioning the 

labeling of one the photographs in the DA. You can find the image by 

entering the number 8749 in the Keyword search box. The search result 

used to say – Postcard of a house that is likely in Maine, not Cape Cod. 

The member was quite sure that the house was the Chapman house on 

Rt. 6A in East Dennis, across from Worden Hall. And saying - the  

windows, two separate front steps and fence are all identical and I                       From Jan Ward’s PowerPoint Presentation 

think I can see the garage in the far left corner. Plugging the Chapman house into the Keyword search box, yields 

Photograph 11459. Even though the angles of the photographs are quite different, comparing the architectural features 

and the granite fence leaves no doubt that they are the same house! Ed. notes – the porch railing was added later; you 

will also find that Jan was so quick to correct the DA error that 8749 no longer says likely in Maine, not Cape Cod. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

            Postcard 8749 (the house in Maine), DHS Digital Archive                                                     Photograph 11459, DHS Digital Archive 
 

Here is a DA feature mentioned before, but worth mentioning again because of its importance. When the result of the 

Keyword Search opens, if you click on the picture (arrow #1), the Image Viewer opens. This is ONLY a preview of 

what is available. Be sure to click on the Attachment (arrow #2). A high resolution pdf file of the photograph will open. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Screenshot of Postcard 8749 before Jan corrected it 

This is where the HELP comes in! Please reread Jan’s last slide above. When you peruse the DA, keep all the needs 

described in mind and make notes. We welcome any information you glean about the entries. When you find things 

that need addressing, email them to info@dennishistoricalsociety.org. For example, Keyword Search 11634, and let us 

know what you find that needs fixing….Enjoy the journey and thank you! 
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We conclude this month’s issue with a poem by long time DHS member Pam Eaton of Dennis. You may remember  

the hauntingly beautiful poem she wrote which was in the July 2019 Newsletter – Chinese Woman Elegy. If you don’t 
remember it or missed it, please enter dennishistoricalsociety.org in your browser, click on the Newsletter tab, scroll 

down and click on July 2019 and enjoy it anew! Pam’s new work was first published in the newsletter of the Cape Cod 

Genealogical Society of which she is the editor. I am sure you will enjoy this one too! 
 

The Legend of Scargo 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Panoramic photo by Pam Eaton, the original was in color 
 

A Wampanoag Indian Tale of the Formation of Scargo Lake on Cape Cod 
                                  
 

                                    Column 1                                                                                                    Column 2 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Thank you again Pam! 
 
 

 

A footnote from the email which accompanied Pam’s poem when she added her observation  

about the shape of Scargo Lake – I put in the little Google Map of the Lake, but I just lifted it off  

the Internet, so I don’t know if you could possibly use it or not. Are maps copyrighted?  

Ed. Note – We’ll use it and give credit. 
                                                                                                                                                                      

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           (Image courtesy of Google Maps) 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

           

           

                                                                                                                                        
           

             

 

 

 

 

        

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        
 

 

 

 
 

 

Dennis Historical Society 
 P.O. Box 607 

South Dennis, MA 02660-0607 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Membership 

 

Come on members, you’re doing 

great, but we’re not there yet! 

If you haven’t renewed for 2023-

2024, please do so today!  

 

If you’ve lost the application we 

mailed you, another is available 

on the DHS Website -go to  
http://www.dennishistoricalsociety.org/   

and click on Get Involved/Membership  

 

You can either download the  

membership form, and mail it 

with a check, or you can renew 

using PayPal. 

Thank you! 
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