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a Wonderful Life! 

Wouldn1tt it be fun to play 
the sheep all day? Pa1rick, 

Katherine and Bridget Crane 
(right) fromAttington seemed to 

Sa ''''' SepI;. 17 enjoy these two little ones named 
3M P.M. oreo Cookie (a 4-m0Idh black-== faced Scottish) and Abraham Lin-

Local auIhor Patricia com (a2-mon1h Shetland) when 
Walker will diseuss this visited Jericho for Old Fash-

fascioafillg part of Dennis ioDed Skills Days. We were told 
history, the subject ofher by their owner, Veronica Worthington, that Oreo and Abraham often 

mceat book. swimming otII.igbthouse Beach, SO don't imagine you're seeing 
J.tifiCs1uncB1s. if you find yourself swimming with sheep. 
J'aceb Sears 

Memorial library 
23 ee.ter &. E. DeIutis 

Veronica nms the Herb Farm at 89 Fisk Street in West Dennis 
where you can find all sorts of lovely dried flowers and ~ an-

Satanlav, Q-+ 30 other skill being demonstrated at the Jericho open house. Joan . 
10 AM...2P.it. Monteiro was at work braiding 

.AM III tile M !' 

See related artiele. 

SatanJay, Sept. 30 
2:38P.M. 

.... J'iI6ce 
C-*"YW.a 

Meet Teni Fox at the 
ViJJa&e Green. 

(Rain date Oct. 1) 

rugs, Susan Kelley aud BeIh Deck 
busily spinnlng wool into 
and Dee Moore (left) was 

weaving baskets. There were ex­
hibits ofhome canning equipment, 
lovely examples of 19th century 
quilts and samplers, and evenjew­
dry made:from human hair. This 
was a whole different world of 
skills from that of the 18th century 
Josiah Dennis Manse. Whv there s..tay, 0deIJer 1 ," 

11 A..M.-2 P.M. was even time to create the beautiful tole work on display in the Fair-
A ..... at.Jericlao banks Room. Jfyou missed out on Skills Day, be sure to Celebrate 

1801 SeaCaplaie'shouse.. at.leridleOllSuaday, 0ct0IJer I whentheJerichoHistori-
Old MaiD Sf. Cmtcrwill be open fiom 11:00 AM. to 2:00 P.M. ReJiesbmencs (s!::sl) be served. Look for TIle SaImt at .Jeridto on November 12! 



TellAt The Manse 
This premier event will take place on Sunday, September 10, 2006 with seatings at 1 :30 

and 3:00 P.M. ammged through reservations. (508-760-0433) Bring your own tea cup and en­
joy tea and special refreshments along with the lovely harp music of Andrea McCarthy. There 
will be a raftle to benefit the Dennis Historical Society including the prize of a Byers' Choice 
Afternoon Tea Figure (a Winterthur exclusive) plus other tea gifts and specialties. If you have 
not made your reservation by September 1, we cannot guarantee there will be space available. 
(It still might be worth a try!) The cost of the tea is $10.00, the Colonial ambiance, priceless! 

Autumn At The Manse 
On Saturday, September 30, from 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. the 1736 Josiah Dennis 

Manse will be open and refreshments will be served. But thafs just the beginning of a very ex­
citing day! Randy Joseph from Plimoth Plantation will be there to teach us about the life of the 
Wampanoags who lived in this area when the early·settlers arrived. He will provide educational 
materials and artifacts. With him will be another teacher to help children with the early craft of 
making com husk dolls. This should be interesting for adults and exciting for children who are 
especially welcome for this occasion at the Manse. 

Thflllk :til" 
We are very grateful to the members of the Dennis Village Garden Club who baked 

_for our}uly pie. ~~on the Villag~_Gr~n. Thanks to tlle.Den]lis MeJllorial ~!b~!y for_the 
loan of tables which helped us to sell "two pies a minute" until they were all gone. Also to the 
DemUs Vilmge Improvem.ent Society who allowed us to use a comer of the Green for our sale. 

Thanks to member Deaana Fannan who has retmned again as a beautiful young do­
cent at the Manse. Visitors are impressed with her knowledge of Manse history. 

Thanks to the BeaDey family who cooked up a storm at the Manse Colonial Open 
House. Though the town health regulations did not allow us to let guests sample all the good 
food they cooked over an open fire, the docents had a chance to taste some real colonial cook­
ing after the event. 

Thanks to Nancy Reid and the 23 people who made the South Dennis Walk such a suc­
cessful program. And to Jim Coogan and Terri Fox and all the others who made young and 
old alike welcome at the Children's Lawn Party. 

And I wonder if we thanked Jaek Sileedy enough for all we learned about Cape Cod 
Ship .BIIildiltg when he talked with us in June. He called it "Shipbuilding 101" but we all heard 
something new, whether it was about the early Vikings, the natives as shipbuilders, the recon­
struction of the Pilgrims' pinnace, or early ventures into building ships around the Cape. 

A .final thanks goes to Thomas S. KeDey of Bradenton, Florida who was. the first one to 
renew his membership this year-before the dues notices were even sent out! That's loyalty! 

A Sorrowful FllreweU to Life Member Lois Steele who died unexpectedly at 67. Born 
and mised in Dennis Port, she was a 12th generation Cape Codder. Our deepest sympathies go 
to her sisters Phyllis Borton, Mary WIlittemore, and Naomi Costa, who are also members of 
the Society. Sadly, it was only this spring that they lost their brother, Alton Robbins. 



Off Pirates Point 
Our Author Series in cooperation with the town libraries will conclude with a talk by 

Patricia Walker about Nobscusset Harbor at Corporation Beach on Sunday, September 17 at 
3:00 P.M. Join us for this bit oflocal history at the Jacob Sears Memorial Library in E. Dennis. 

Which reminds me of a letter we received concerning the area, or close to it 1bis letter 
came from Mary Beth Noonan via e-mail last April: Hi: Do you have any i1(ormation about a 
piece of1muJ in East Dennis referred to as "Pirates Point"? It is located on the bay off of Old 
Town Lane. 1 was just wondering if there was any background i1{ormation regardingpir(Jtes 
or such. The reply was sent as follows: Dear Mary Beth, I have never heard of Pirates Point 
or any reference to pirates in that area or mrywhere else in the Town of Dennis. Thot point of 
land is kiwwn locally as Crowell Point. It is a point of rocks on the north (Cape Cod Bay) side 
of the original/and grant of Christopher Crowell whose homestead is still standing on Old 
Town Lane .... Sorry not to have the answer you were lookingfor. Phyllis Horton 

I expect Patrieia Walker might tell us that "Crowell Point" is called "First Point" by 
those whose orientation is from Nobscusset looking east. But I think we've also discovered the 
origin of the name "Pirates Poine' in a privately published (1945) paper-boUnd book titled 
In Sunshine and Shade-Stories of Various Entertaining Incidents by B. NasOD Budin. In­
side the ftont cover is an inscription to Blanche (Howes) Crowell by the author: "To Our dear 
Mrs. Crowell: My former neighbor') and on page 59 begins the tale "O:ffPirates Poine' : 

"ABOUT AN HOUR before sunset on that lovely, breathless afternoon, we three-two 
daughters and I-were paddling a few yards off-shore in the old Indian canoe. We had no espe­
cial object in our drifting along on just the short distance out :from the curving, silvery sand 
beach. Th~ some hundred feet to the south, sat our newly built cottage which had been 
placed on an open hill, and this rolling country was covered only with bayberry bushes and 
plots of steadily blooming, single wild-rose plants. It was a lovely and entrancing knoll on 
which to pass the smnmer days. 

"There were, say, twelve to fifteen acres which lay in the entire estate ... ff one wants to 
know about it, thence go down from the village, at the west, to look the place over, •.. you'd sim­
ply have to refer to the section so well known to every towner as Joshua Crowell's cow pas­
tures .• Josh had inherited it all, a century or so ago. He kept his herd of cattle there; 1hese were 
never restricted from calmly roving over the turf-covered, flower-bearing hills; and stopping 
now and then to wade into and to drink:from the acre pond of fresh water, supplied by its con­
stantly boiling spring; and all this abut two hundred feet from and above the white dunes 
stretching along the run of the beach. 

" .•. .But pop back now! And if not too "fed up" with the chat, join our little voy-
age .•.. The tide was nearly at its full; there was not even a whisper of air to be seen on all that 
vast stretch of glassy bay •••. Straigbtnortb of us, as we were floating along in the idling canoe, 
there could be detected a not too distant group of some flotsam, just slowly drifting, nearly mo­
tionl~ in the glistening water ..... -something to follow out and add to our daily trip onto the 
waters of the bay •.•. To the east lay the water away to the bay-coast of Eastham, Wellfleet and 
Truro .••.. Twenty feet ahead, we ran straight inW this sought-for string of flotsam .. Just at the 
extreme western. end of all the, shall we say, wreckage. The nearer we got, the longer seemed 
to extend that line of neat, almost uniformly-boxed goods. It stretched on in winding, though 
fairly straight groups each of eight cases •... in clumps at every fifty feet or so apart, as the line 
grew in length. In a good black stamped line on the top and bottom of each case was-XXX." 
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The Way We Were ("OffPindf!6P0in4 cmrt.) 

"An hasty gIanc:e wJlidl I managed to direct toward the further wIlart: (that one. away up to the end of the 
curve of our beach) brougbl to me the hasty picture ofLisha Brinn opening up some sort of a wooden case. still 
dripping with its ba1h of salt-water. There he was in his lob­
ster-doJ:y. just in apparently nom a dash out into the nearby 
sea. He was splitting off the outside of a wooden case which I 
thought was the same size and the same build as were these 
ftoatiag bcm:s vIaidll was "pling with Yigor at that way­
moment aad planning to escue .•.. There flashed a bright re­
flection of the SUD. OIl wIIat mustllave been a polished and well­
JII'*dt:d tinJaoldel' of a __ of~ ofJiquid •.• 
You sbaU hear right now tfIIt each tin held five imperial {so 
Imown) ... .gallnns (of liquor)!! 

"We were dtriIIed at so liberal a present. for .•. 1his busy 
afternoon---6ishour appruadIiag suoset-happened to be right 
in the middle of that woddIy famous and closely operated 'Act VIeW ofNobscusset ftom "Pirates Point" 
ofProbibilioD" tiIIIc.. ••• 

... seiad ..,...1Ilewsy first caSe to which we paddled. 11te kids leaned _ over1lle-port side as I sIIuS­
gIed with 1Ile fiIirIy IJuIty IJox.. TIle canoe had to be kept ewaIy ooteeLdespiae the heavy weigIIt sucIdeIIIy heed 
on it by the Jiftiog over aDd bringing in as big a crate as those_.proved to be. Now the canoe holds and carries 
00IIIfudabIy dIree, or possibJ;y m. persom. and I'D confess 1JJat there really isn't great room for much luggage in 
additioa 1Iowe¥a'. I ........ >d to eapture and to drag in over the boat's side tIIree neatly-wooded and clearly­
JIIIIhd cases. _l'IIae wasJally., flBt.llecroom:lUr mnring ....... so IIeaYy a case k chae wask possi­
biIity._of...,.,.. aullaerc:ase «two, aad after hiIdJiag GIl Jome IOpC..JheB towing aIoJIg bebiDd us tile JIIi&bty 
cargo andpaUing to tile _-away shore just below our c:ottage." 


