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REPORT OF THE ANNUAL MEETING

Our annual meeting was the twentieth in the history of D.H.S. The usual reports
showed us active and in good financial shape. The following slate of officers was read
as the nomination of the committee, by Phyliss Horton and was elected as nominated:
Nancy T. Reid, President, Paula Brown, lst Vice Pres., Lilla Smith, 2nd Vice Pres.,
Phyliss Horton, Recording Secretary, Jean Taylor, Corr. Secretary, Joshua Crowell,
Treasurer. Directors for 3 years: Sarah Kruger and Wilson Scofield. We welcome the
new members of the Board and we ask for your support of the programs planned. This
year's goal is for more involvement of our members in the many activities of D.H.S.
which include house dating, genealogy, school programs, bike rides and walks, research,
audio-visual productions, oral history, acquisitions, library development, publication,
open programs, and other things. |If you are interested in being involved in any of
these programs or in any other aspect of running the society, please call a board
member, or speak to any of us at a meeting. |If all else fails, drop us a note, Box 607,
South Dennis, 02660. We want and need your help.

AN ORDINARY IS NO LONGER ORDINARY

The unabridged dictionary defines ''ordinary', as to British use, as 1. A meal
provided regularly at a fixed price (early bird special?) and 2. the place where such
a meal is served. | don't know of an eating place still known as an Ordinary on 0ld
King's Highway, although there are still a few taverns. Jack Bragington=Smith told
about the old Taverns and Ordinaries which used to be found at intervals along this
historic route, and the part they played in commercial and social life. If you missed
his talk, try to hear him when he speaks again.

MEMORY DAY - DENNISPORT

For some time the Board has discussed ways to gather information about early days
in Dennis from long-time residents of the town, while memory is still keen. We have
settled on a series of meetings which we think will be fun for all and will provide us
with a good beginning towards collecting on tape some reminiscences. The series,
entitled ''Memory Days'!, will begin on Sunday, October 30, at the V.I.C. Hall, Dennisport,
at 3 P.M. A group of senior residents of Dennisport will share with us their memories
of the good old days. Perhaps we wiil hear some stories toid to them by their parents
or grandparents. We will also have an exhibit of pictures, postcards and scrapbooks,
and will invite the audience not only to ask questions, but also to add their own
recollections of the way things used to be. Ben Thacher of 0ld Sound Museum will pro-
vide equipment and expertise to record everyone's comments. Newcomers and oldcomers
alike should enjoy this afternoon. We urge you all to join us for some genuine Dennis
tales, and extend a special invitation to long-time residents of our ‘''village for the
day'' to spin a yarn or two.

Each village will have a turn to star in our Memory Days. East Dennis will be
featured in November and the other villages in the spring. So search your mind's attic
for remembrances and your home's attic for memorabilia to display.

WOMEN WHO WENT TO SEA

From time to time | like to tell you stories about some of the ladies from Dennis
who went to sea with their Captain husbands, in the Golden Age of Sail. Some of the
stories are tragic, some are of high adventure, all are of experiences which few of us
will ever have. This is a story which one Captain's lady had to share with her friends
when she returned to her home in West Dennis. The lady was Anna Lewis Crowell, wife of
Capt. Willard Crowell. Capt. Crowell was in foreign and coastal trade between the
years 1840 and 1887. His second wife, Anna, was descended from the family for which
Lewis Bay is named, a family long engaged in maritime activities in both Barnstable and
Yarmouth, Capt. Crowell's family accompanied him whenever possible, on the Schr. John H.
Hancock and later on the James W. Drury. It was on a voyage carrying ice to Cuba that
Mrs. Crowell had her unique adventure. The Cubans had a law forbidding women to appear
on the streets unless accompanied by a man. But Mrs. Crowell felt that as the wife of
an American Captain she would be perfectly safe to explore the city. So while her
husband was negotiating for a return cargo of sugar, Anna called for the boat to take
her to the wharf. When the Captain returned from his business, he was met by the
American Counsel, who informed him that his wife had been arrested and was being detained
in the Havana jail. The Counsel accompanied Capt. Crowell to the city, where they were
successful in obtaining her release with the promise that she would not repeat her
excursion, without a suitable escort. It is not recorded what the Captain said to his
wife in the privacy of their cabin. But I'm willing to bet that when the women of West
Dennis met to exchange stories of their sea adventures, she was the only woman present
who could describe the interior of the Havana jail.




CALENDAR

Oct. 3-4-5 Anniversary of the Great Gale of 1841 Twenty men from Dennis lost.
Oct. 21 1 P.M. Carleton Hall Meeting of Cape and Islands Area Association of
Historic Societies., We will be hosts.
Oct. 30 3 P.M. Sunday at V.Il.C. Hall, Depot St., Dennisport.
. Dennisport Memory Day. All welcome. See article.

FALL BACK

The Yarmouth Register of March 30, 1919, reports that President Wilson had
signed the Daylight Savings Bill on Tuesday last. 'The Daylight Savings Plan will go
into effect and be observed without the slightest disorganization or impairment'', the
editor confidently notes. If you all remember to set your clocks back on the last
Sunday in October, maybe that will be true.

SAILING THE SEVEN SEAS ~ A TRIVIA QUESTION

We often remark that men from our town (and their wives) sailed the ''Seven Seas!
But who among you can name them? | will give you a little help. There are two lists
of '"Seven Seas'!, one ancient, one fairly recent. And here's another hint. Rudyard
Kipling had something to do with the recent listing. First answer gets a prize - but
| don't know yet what it will be. Address: Nancy T. Reid, Box 607, South Dennis, MA,
02660.

AND HAVE YOU PAID YOUR DUES?

If not, please send them to Box 607, So. Dennis, MA 02660, YMrs. Isabel Flynn.
A self-addressed, stamped envelope would be appreciated.

THE LIPTON CuP

In the aftermath of the exciting America's cup races in Newport, we should
recall the story of another sailing cup which rests permanently on Cape Cod. It is
the Lipton Cup, presented by Sir Thomas Johnstone Lipton as the prize for the
Fisherman's Race which was held during 0ld Home Week in Boston, July 1907. The race
was intended to become an annual event, pitting the crews of the Massachusetts
Fishing Fleets against one another for possession for what is called the largest cup
in sailing. Sir Lipton is well known for his efforts to win the America's Cup, and
for his tea, but the Fisherman's Race is not so well remembered. Vessels from all of
the Massachusetts ports were invited to compete and the Cape was represented by at
least two vessels from Provincetown. | don't know if there were others from other
towns. The Schr. Jessie Costa and the Schr. Rose Dorothea were Provincetown's
entries, both ''Indianhead'' design, built by Tom McManus, then the leading builder of
fishing schooners in the East. Both of the vessels were well respected as fast and
easily manuevered. Provincetown was excited about the possibility of having a winner
in this prestigious race. And a winner they had, as Capt. Marion Perry beat out the
nearest competitor, the Jessie Costa, to win the Lipton Cup. Provincetown was
ecstatic, the local newspaper expressing the hope that the cup would ever remain in
that port, to honor what it called the oldest fishing port in the New World. And so
it has, for the Fisherman's Race has never been run again. Perhaps that is due to
the fact that, unlike millionaire yachtsmen, fishermen cannot afford to take the
summer off for racing. But the Provincetown Historical Society has kept the memory
of this brilliant race alive. |In the past few years, a half-scale replica of the
Rose Dorothea has been constructed inside the Heritage Museum on Commercial iStreet,
where it can be admired and accorded the respect it has earned. It is a fitting
memorial to the expert sailors who have manned our area's Fishing Fleet since the
days when European fishermen camped on Provincetown's shores.

One other note. | know that the Crowell brothers of Dennis - Ernest, William
and John - attended Old Home Week in Boston in 1907, and undoubtedly they watched
this dramatic race. How | wish that one of them had written us an eye-witness account
of this once-in-a~lifetime event,
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